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Basic methods for establishing a 
visual typographic hierarchy: 

• Size 

• Weight 

• Color 

• Position 

• Type Contrast



Typography

Size



Typography

Color



Typography

Position



Typography

Contrasting Type
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Combination
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font { Sets all the font properties in one declaration 

font-family { Specifies the font family for text 

font-size { Specifies the font size of text 

font-style { Specifies the font style for text 

font-variant { Specifies whether or not a text should be displayed in a 
small-caps font 

font-weight { Specifies the weight of a font

CSS Font Properties 
http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_font.asp

http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_font.asp
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color { Sets the color of text 

direction { Specifies the text direction/writing direction 

letter-spacing { Increases or decreases the space between 
characters in a text 

line-height { Sets the line height 

text-align { Specifies the horizontal alignment of text 

text-decoration { Specifies the decoration added to text 

text-indent { Specifies the indentation of the first line in a text-block 

CSS Text Properties 
http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_text.asp

http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_text.asp
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text-shadow { Specifies the shadow effect added to text 

text-transform { Controls the capitalization of text 

vertical-align { Sets the vertical alignment of an element 

white-space { Specifies how white-space inside an element is handled 

word-spacing { Increases or decreases the space between words in a text

CSS Text Properties 
http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_text.asp

http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_text.asp
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Unlike pixels, which are absolute, ems are 
relative to their parent's font size 

1em is equal to the inherited font size. If the 
font size of a <div> is set to 16px, 1em within 
that <div> is equivalent to 16px. If the font 
size of that <div> changes to 20px, 1em 
within that <div> is equivalent to 20px. 

Understanding EM  
http://webdesign.tutsplus.com/articles/taking-the-erm-out-of-
ems--webdesign-12321 

http://webdesign.tutsplus.com/articles/taking-the-erm-out-of-ems--webdesign-12321
http://webdesign.tutsplus.com/articles/taking-the-erm-out-of-ems--webdesign-12321
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“Typographic hierarchy is a system for 
organizing type that establishes an order 
of importance within the data, allowing 
the reader to easily find what they are 
looking for and navigate the content.”
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Legibility VS Readability 

To paraphrase Stephen Coles, the term readability doesn’t ask simply, 
“Can you read it?” but “Do you want to read it?”
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Legibility VS Readability 

To paraphrase Stephen Coles, the term readability doesn’t ask simply, 
“Can you read it?” but “Do you want to read it?”
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Saccades and Fixations 

How our eyes move over text an allow our brain to process information.
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Saccades 

Series of back and forth movements called saccades, or lightning-fast hops 
across a line of text 
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Fixations 

Fixations are the brief moments of pause between saccades.
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Think about the end user 
Readers for web could be in many different situations remember to 
consider design for the outliers as well as typical user cases.


